
Southern Asia Leadership Institute
Classes Began June 10, 2019

It is a new school year at the Southern Asia Leadership Institute, Coimbatore, India. The new academic year
started on Monday, June 10, 2019. Our school year starts in June and ends with graduation in March.
 
This year we have a total of forty-four students including eighteen new students enrolled in our B.Th. and
Diploma programs. We have twenty-six returning students continuing their second and third year of studies.
 
Most of our students are from the north and central parts of India which is predominantly Hindus and need
Christ the most.

Our students are in the age group of sixteen to twenty-four and in most cases are first time converts to faith in
Jesus Christ. It is a great opportunity to train these young students and be able to send them back to their own
community.
 
All of these students are from rural areas and they are new in their faith in Jesus Christ and in some cases,
they are the only convert in their whole village.
 
The students come from six different States and speak five different languages – Hindi, Odiya, Bengali,
Malayalam, and Tamil.
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Instruction is in English medium and English is taught as a second language to improve student’s speaking and
writing skills in the English language.
 
This summer we were able to build some new classrooms, which is a great blessing as this new space will
provide some quiet rooms for teaching and learning at the campus.

Story from the Field – Graduate at Work
Several weeks ago, I reported the story of Kharan, one of the 2018 graduate from SALI who is ministering in
Orissa, North India. The Lord sent him to this area with a vision to preach the gospel and plant churches.
 
As a result, Kharan went into this area and started preaching the gospel in four surrounding villages. Kharan
started sharing the gospel and praying for the villagers.
 
Many were healed and accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior. As a result, the local Hindus became very
agitated and threatened Pastor Kharan. Finally, a few months ago they burned down his church asked him to
leave. But Kharan was not backing down from preaching Jesus.
 
Early this year, in March he attended the leadership seminar on our campus and shared his story and how the
Lord is leading him in the midst of threat and intimidation.
 
We were moved by Kharan and started praying for the Lord to soften the heart of his oppressors. I have
shared this story with you and some of you reached out and helped to rebuild the church.
 
I am very pleased to let you know that Kharan and his small church have rebuilt the church back and they
started worshiping there again! Praise God.
 
This is an amazing story of how God is using our graduates to reach one village at a time in this idol worshiping
nation. Your prayer and support is very much needed.
 
Will you pray for our Institute? And will you consider sponsoring a student at SALI?



India, a Field Ripe for Harvest

India, while being one of the fastest growing economies, is the second most populous country in the world.
According to the latest UN data, the approximate population of India is 1.35 billion, almost one-fifth of the
entire world’s population. About three-fourths of India’s current population is rural dwellers, who live across
640,000 villages.
 
India also has the distinction as the world’s largest democracy. India has less than 50 million Evangelicals
mostly in the far northeastern and southernmost states. India’s central and northern states, where the bulk of
India’s population resides, have very little Christian presence.
 
By comparison, Africa has 360 million Evangelicals and North and South America has 440 million Evangelicals.
One-third of the world’s 7,000 remaining unreached people groups live in India. About 400 million people in
India have never heard the name of Jesus!
 
India needs far more cross-cultural workers than the Indian churches can realistically provide. India receives
only 6% of the world’s full-time Christian workers.
 
It is critical that we train and develop more native leaders to proclaim the message of Jesus Christ and bring
hope and light to the millions. "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few, therefore pray earnestly to
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest”.

Village Evangelism Outreach

This year, our network pastors are planning to conduct village evangelism outreach every other week. A
typical Indian village has anywhere from five hundred to ten thousand people.



There are about 640,000 villages in India and about three fourth of India’s population lives in villages. The
only way to reach these people is to meet them personally and share the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and
bring them to the salvation experience.
 
In these evangelistic outreaches, our team visit the villagers from house to house and distribute gospel tracts
and New Testament Bibles and share the gospel with hundreds of people.
 
This is a very effective way of preaching the gospel and letting people know of the love of Jesus Christ.


